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Preface: The Origin of This Document

Rooted in centuries of biblical wisdom, this Affirmation of Faith originated at Bethlehem

Baptist ChurchMinneapolis, Minnesota, as the elders felt the need to define what they

believe and teach for the clarity and continuance of Biblical faithfulness in the church. John

Piper was charged to write the first draft. In the process he sought to be faitlchiptiors

supremely, but also sought the wisdom and comments from national church leaders in

response to an early draft. On September 18, 2000 the Council of elders unanimously

endorsed what was then known as The Bethlehem Institute Affirmation of Faitbcaniced

all teachers in the Institute to fAgive unres
was dated August 28, 2000.

Three years later, after serious consideration of the Affirmation, and after several small
refinements, the elders and congrtegn of Bethlehem came to agreement that the TBI

Affirmation of Faith should be added to the constitutional prerequisites for the eldership at
Bethlehem. The Affirmation was given a new name: The Bethlehem Baptist Church Elder
Affirmation of Faith. On Deember 10, 2003, the congregation approved the

recommendation of the Council of Elders to amend the church constitution with these words:

AEl ders are also expected to be in agreement
Af firmation of Faith.o

On OctobelB, 2004 the Board of Desiring God unanimously voted to make the Bethlehem
Baptist Church Elder Affirmation of Faith the defining doctrinal position of Desiring God. In
this connection the Affirmation will be calleBesiring God: An Affirmation of Faitilhis

resulted in four motions that were passed unanimously: 1) All board members will affirm and
embraceDesiring God: An Affirmation of Faitt2) All staff departmental directors and
managerialevel employees will affirm and embrabesiring God: An Affimation of Faith

3) Everything Desiring God as an organization proclaims and teaches, and all the material we
produce, and all the policies and procedures we follow, and all the conduct of our
organization will be in harmony witbhesiring God: An Affirmaon of Faith 4) The Board of
Directors appeal to the Bethlehem Baptist Church Counsel of Elders to ibesdeng

God: An Affirmation of Faith n t he Desiring Godds Byl aws as
statement.

We rejoice that God has led us asharch and a ministry to embrace a vision of himself and
his work that will guard us and help us spread a passion for his supremacy in all things for
the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ. It our great joy that this Affirmation is permeated
by the tuth that God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him.



1. Scripture, the Word of God Written

1.1 We believe that the Bible, consisting of the sbity books of the Old and New
Testaments, is the infallible Word of God, verbally inspipgdGod! and without errdrin
the original manuscripts.

1.2 We believe that Goddés intentions, reve
authority in testing all claims about what is true and what is right. In matters not addressed by

the Bible, vhat is true and right is assessed by criteria consistent with the teachings of
Scripture.

1.3 We believe Gododos intentions are reveal
aut hors, even when the author sod imthegwetei on we
not fully aware, as, for example, in the case of some Old Testament prophEciesthe

meaning of Biblical texts is a fixed historical reality, rooted in the historical, unchangeable
intentions of its divine and human authors. However, wiméaning does not change, the
application of that meaning may change in various situations. Nevertheless it is not legitimate

to infer a meaning from a Biblical text that is not demonstrably carried by the words which

God inspired'

1.4 Therefore, the pcess of discovering the intention of God in the Bible (which is its
fullest meaning) is a humble and careful effort to find in the language of Scripture what the
human authors intended to communicate. Limited abilities, traditional biases, personal sin,
and cultural assumptions often obscure Biblical texts. Therefore the work of the Holy Spirit

is essential for right understanding of the Bibknd prayer for His assistance belongs to a
proper effort to undeé&rstand and apply Godods



2. The Trinity, One God as Three Persons

2.1 We believe in oreliving,® sovereigr?, and altglorious® God, eternally existing in
thre€™ infinitely excellent and admirable Persons: God the Fathieryntain of all beind?

God the Sor? eternally begottef> not made, withat beginning® being of one essente

with the Father; and God the Holy Spirit, proceeding in the full, divine es$tmsea
Person’ eternally from the Father and the Son. Thus each Person in the Godhead is fully and
completely God.

2.2 We believe that @l is supremely joyfdf in the fellowship of the Trinity, each Person
beholding and expressing His eternal and unsurpassed delight inshésiiling perfections
of the triune God.



3. Godods Eternal Purpose and Electio

3.1 We believe that God, froml @&ternity?*in order to display the full extent of His gléfy
for the eternal and evémcreasing enjoymefitof all who love Him?* did, by the most wise
and holy counsel of His wiff® freely and unchangealSRordairf’ and foreknow? whatever
comes to pass.

3.2 We believe that God upholds and governs all thingom galaxieé® to subatomic
particles® from the forces of natutéto the movements of natioRSand from the public
plans of politician® to the secret acts of solitary pers8risall in accord wih His eternal,
all-wise® purposes to glorify Himself, yet in such a way that He never>8insr ever
condemns a person unjustiybut that His ordaining and governing all things is compatible
with the moral accountability of all persons created in Hisage.

3.3 We believe that Go ¥ acsoffee¢ grar¥whichwasigisenan un
through His Son Christ Jesus before the world b&g&y this act God chose, before the
foundation of the world, those who would be delivered from bondasieifoand brought to
repentanc® and saving faitff in His Son Christ Jesus.



4 . Godds Creation of the Uni ver se an

4.1 We believe that God created the univérsed everything in it° out of nothing’ by the
Word of His power. Having no deficiency kimself, nor moved by any incompleteness in
His joyful seltsufficiency?® God was pleased in creation to display His dfdpr the
everlasting joy’ of the redeemed, from every tribe and tongue and people and Hation.

4.2 We believe that God directly eted Adam from the dust of the ground and Eve from his

side. We believe that Adam and Eve were the historical parents of the entire huni#n race;

that they were created male and female equally in the image oF@ittiput sin>* that they

were created to gtify>® their Maker, Ruler, Provider, and Friend by trusting His all
sufficient goodness, admiring His infinite beauty, enjoying His personal fellowship, and
obeying His alwi se <counsel ; and that, i n Godbés | ov
differing andcomplementary roles in marriage as a type of Christ and the ctfurch.



5.

Mandéds Sin and Fall from Fell owshi

5.1 We believe that, although God created man morally upright, he was led astray from

Goddés Word and wi sdom begit’ ari €ehose tohiakd whatyaso f S &
forbidden>® and thus declare his independence from, distrust for, and disobedience toward

his allgood and gracious Creator. Thus, our first parents, by this sin, fell from their original
innocence and communion with G4,

5.2 We believe that, as the head of the hun

posterity, in such a way that corruption, guilt, death, and condemnation belong properly to
every persofi° All persons are thus corrupt by natlteenslaved to is,*> and morally
unablé® to delight in God and overcome their own proud preference for the fleeting
pleasures of selule.

5.3 We believe God has subjected the creation to fuifliand the entire human family is
made justly liable to untold miserie$ sicknes$> decay®® calamity®” and los€® Thus all

the adversity and suffering in the world is an echo and a witness of the exceedingly great evil
of moral depravity in the heart of mankind; and every new day of life is agived,
merciful reprieve fromimminent judgment, pointing to repentarfce.



6. Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God

6.1 We believe that in the fullness of tifi&sod sent forth His eternal Son as Jesus the
Messiah’" conceived by the Holy Spirff born of the virgin Mary> We believethat, when

the eternal Son became fleéiHe took on a fully human natufgso that two whole, perfect,

and distinct natures were inseparably joined together in one Person, without confusion or
mixture. Thus the Person, Jesus Christ, was and is trul{’@od truly mar(;’ yet one Christ

and the only Mediator between God and rffan.

6.2 We believe that Jesus Christ lived without sin, though He endured the common
infirmities and temptations of human lif€He preached and taught with truth and authority
unparaleled in human histor§f He worked miracles, demonstrating His divine right and
power over all creation: dispatching dem8hkealing the sick? raising the deaff stilling

the stornf* walking on watef? multiplying loaves® and foreknowing what would béfa

Him and His disciple&’ including the betrayal of Juddsand the denial, restoration, and
eventual martyrdom of Pet&t.

6.3 We believe that His | ife was governed
fulfilling all Old Testament prophecies concergithe One who was to corfesuch as the

Seed of the womalt,the Prophet like Mos€e%,the Priest after the order of Melchizedék,

the Son of David? and the Suffering Servarit.

6.4 We believe that Jesus Christ suffered volunt&rilyn f ul f i | | redemptive o f Go
plan?’ that He was crucified under Pontius Pildtéhat He died? was buried® and on the

third day rose from the deHd to vindicate the saving work of His life and deédtrand to

take His place as the invincible, everlasting Lord of gf8fyDuring forty days after His
resurrection, He gave many compelling evidences of His bodily resurré@étamd then

ascended bodily into heavé®, where He is seated at the right hand of the Faffier,
interceding for His peopt&’ on the basis of His aBufficient sacrifice for sin, and reigning

until He puts all His enemies under His f&&t.



7. The Saving Work of Christ

7.1 We believe that by His perfect obedience to'&ahd by His suffering and deatfias
the immaculate Lamb of Gdd' Jesus Christ obtained fowginess of sirté? and the gift of
perfect righteousneSs for all who trusted in God prior to the cré¥sand all who would
trust in Christ thereaftér> Through living a perfect life and dying in our place, the just for
the unjust, Christ absorbed our punishifé® appeased the wrath of God against'is,
vindicated the righteousness of God in our justificati§mnd removed the condemnation of
the law against us-’

7.2 We believe that the atonement of Christ for sin warrants and impels a universal offering
ofthegospel to all persons, so that to every
begotten Son so that whoever believe® in
Whosoever will may conté" for cleansing at this fountain, and whoever does cdesys

will not cast out:*

7.3 We believe, moreover, that the death of Christ did obtain more than the bona fide offer of
the gospel for all; it also obtained the omnipotent New Covéfianercy of repentandé&

and faith®®f or Godods el e c,tbutnotfbrrll irsthe saie evay. Irf Hisrdeatn,| |
Christ expressed a special covenant love to His friéfiddis sheepg?’ His bride!*® For

them He obtained the infallible and effectual working of the Spirit to triumph over their
resistance and bring them tossay faith *2°

P
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8. The Saving Work of the Holy Spirit

8.1 We believe that the Holy Spirit has always been at work in the world, sharing in the work

of creationt**awakening faith in t H¥&performmpsignsandof Go

wonders**? giving triumphsin battle’** empowering the preaching of propHétsand
inspiring the writing of Scriptur&® Yet, when Christ had made atonement for sin, and
ascended to the right hand of the Father, He inaugurated a new era of the Spirit by pouring

out the promise of thEather on His Church®

8.2 We believe that the newness of this era is marked by the unprecedented mission of the
Spirit to glorify the crucified and risen Chris¥. This He does by giving the disciples of
Jesus greater power to preach the gospel of thg gfoChrist™*® by opening the hearts of
hearers that they might see Christ and beltéVey revealing the beauty of Christ in His
Word and transforming His people from glory to glétyby manifesting Himself in spiritual

gifts (being sovereignly free tosfiense, as he wills, all the gifts of 1 Corinthians 1108

for the upbuilding of the body of Chriét and the confirmation of His Word? by calling all

the nations into the sway of the gospel of CHff$and, in all this, thus fulfilling the New
Cov??Sanpromise to create and preserve a purified pédpier the everlasting habitation of

God:

8.3 We believe that, apart from the effectual work of the Spirit, no one would come to
faith,*® because all are dead in trespasses and“¥inisat they are hostile tGod, and

morally unable to submit to God or please Hfftbecause the pleasures of sin appear greater

than the pleasures of GO Thus, for Godés el ect, th&8 Spiri
wakens the dead! removes blindnes$? and manifests Christ isuch a compellingly

beautiful way through the Gospel that He becomes irresistibly attractive to the regenerate
heart.

8.4 We believe the Holy Spirit does this saving work in connection with the presentation of
the Gospel of the glory of Chri§t Thus néther the work of the Father in election, nor the
work of the Son in atonement, nor the work of the Spirit in regeneration is a hindrance or
discouragement to the proclamation of the gospel to all peoples and persons everywhere. On
the contrary, this divie saving work of the Trinity is the warrant and the ground of our hope
that our evangelization is not in vain in the Lord. The Spirit binds His saving work to the
gospel of Christ, because His aim is to glorify the Christ of the Gd¥pBherefore we do

nat believe that there is salvation through any other means than through receiving the gospel
by the power of the Holy Spirtt> except that infants and severely retarded persons with
minds physically incapable of comprehending the gospel may be S4ved.
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9. The Justifying Act of God

9.1 We believe that in a free act of righteous grace God justifies the ungodly by faith alone
apart from works?’ pardoning their sin§® and reckoning them as righteous and acceptable

in His presencé Faith is thus the sole insment®® by which we, as sinners, are united to
Christ, whose perfect righteousness and satisfaction for sins is alone the ground of our
acceptance with Got§” This acceptance happens fully and permanently at the first instant of
justification®® Thus the rigteousness by which we come into right standing with God is not
anything worked in us by God, neither imparted to us at baptism nor over time, but rather is
accomplished for us, outside ourselves, and is imputed to us.

9.2 We believe, nevertheless, tha faith, which alone receives the gift of justification, does
not remain alone in the person so justified, but produces, by the Holy'&hihie fruit of
love'® and leads necessarily to sanctificattéhThis necessary relation between justifying
faith ard the fruit of good works gives rise to some Biblical expressions which seem to make
works the ground or means of justificatibiput in fact simply express the crucial truth that
faith that does not yield the fruit of good works is dead, being no trite' fai

11



10. Godds Work in Faith and Sancti fi

10.1 We believe that justification and sanctification are both brought about by God through
faith!®*but not in the same way. Justific®tion i
sanctificatonisam ct of Godos i mp a'f’ Thusntee fuactiod of faithann s f o r r
regard to each is different. In regard to justification, faith is not the channel through which
power or transformation flows to the soul of the believer, but rather faith is thearcchs

Godoés forgiving, acqui t t’iBatgn regarchtd sancéficakoo,ni n g
faith is indeed the channel through which divine power and transformation flow to the
soul!"?and the sanctifying work of God through faith does indeed tchelsdul and change

it into the likeness of Christ.

10.2 We believéhat the reason justifying faith necessarily sanctifies in this way is fourfold:

First, justifying faith is a persevering, that is, continuing, kind of f&itiEven though

we are justifed at the first instant of saving faittyet this faith justifies only because it

is the kind of faith that will surely persevere. The extension of this faith into the future
is, as it were, contained in the first seed of faith, as the oak in the aboisithie moral
effects™ of persevering faith may be rightly described as the effects of justifying faith.

Secondwe believe that justifying faith trusts in Christ not only for the gift of imputed
righteousness and the forgiveness of Sihdut also for tie fulfillment of all His

promises to us based on that reconciliatiérustifying faith magnifies the finished

work of Christds atonement, by resting sec
guaranteed by that asufficient work:"

Third, we belie that justifying faith embraces Christ in all His rol€sCreator;®
Sustainer?* Savior;®* Teacher®® Guide!® Comforter®* Helperi® Friend®’
Advocate'®® Protector® and Lord**° Justifying faith does not divide Christ, accepting
part of Him and rejecting the se All of Christ is embraced by justifying faith, even
before we are fully aware of, or fully understand, all that He will be for us. As more of
Christ is truly revealed to us in His Word, genuine faith recognizes Christ and embraces

Him more fully**

Fourth, we believe that this embracing of all of Christ is not a mere intellectual assent,
or a mere decision of the will, but is also a heartfelt, Sgivieén (yet imperfect)
satisfaction in all that God is for us in JestiS herefore, the change of minddaheart

that turns from the moral ugliness and danger of sin, and is sometimes called
i r e p e nPisinctuged in the very nature of saving faith.

10.3 Webelieve that this persevering, futtwgented, Chrisembracing, heaatisfying
faith is life-transforming'® and therefore renders intelligible the teaching of the Scripture
that final salvation in the age to come depends on the transformation ‘& difig] yet does
not contradict justification by faith alone. The faith which alone justifies, caremain
alone, but works through lov#.

12



104Webel i eve that this simple, powéd&wHhcholHe r e
gives wunconditionally i n?*aoctcabmodcdnewantbbast ®o d
himself*° but only give all gloryto God for every part of salvatiéff. We believe that the
Holy Spirit is the decisive agent in this lfeansformation, but that He is supplied to us and
works holiness in us though our daily faith in the Son of %adhose trustworthiness He
loves to gloify. %

al i
0s

10.5 We believe that the sanctification, which comes by the Spirit through *fifk,
imperfect and incomplete in this lif&. Although slavery to sin is brokéfr, and sinful
desires are progressivéiweakened by the power of a superior satisfadtiothe glory of
Christ, yet there remain remnants of corruption in every heart that give rise to irreconcilable
war?°" and call for vigilance in the lifelong fight of faitff

10.6 Webelieve that all who are justified will win this fight. They will perseve faith and
never surrender to the enemy of their séUI3his perseverance is the promise of the New
Covenanf!® obtained by the blood of Chriéf,and worked in us by God Himsélf,yet not

so as to diminish, but only to empower and encourage, ouangf™ so that we may say in
the end, | have fought the good fightput it was not |, but the grace of God which was with
me?®®

13



11. Li ving Gododés Word by Meditation

11.1 We believée hat faith i s awakene dtheongtHissMosfY ai ne d
and prayef!® The good fight of faith is fought mainly by meditating on the Scripftiraad
prayingd® that God would apply them to our souls.

11.2 Webelieve that the promises of God recorded in the Scriptures are suited to save us
from the decefon of sin by displaying for us, and holding out to us, superior pleasures in the
protection, provision, and presence of G8dTherefore, reading? understanding?
pondering’”* memorizing’® and savoring® the promises of all that God will be for us in
Jesuar e primary means of the Holy Spirit to b
our lives. Therefore it is needful that we give ourselves to such meditation day and’night.

11.3 Webelieve that God has ordained to bt&and us&° His people for ks glory through

the means of pr &Yyname,by faitff’t Adl praydr should sdek dtimatdy

that Gododés name be hall owed, and that His ki
asitisdoneinheavé’fGod 6 s sover ei ginioya hindraeae to prayer, butlai n g
reason for hope that our prayers will succg&d.

11.4 Webelieve that prayer is the indispensable handmaid of meditation, as we cry out to
God for the inclination to turn from the world to the Wét8and for the spirital ability to

see the glory of Goih His testimonie$>® and for a soubatisfying sight of the love of
God?*® and for strength in the inner man to do the will of GJBy prayer God sanctifies

His people®*® sends gospel laborers into the wdridand causethe Word of God to spread

and triumph over Satan and unbefi&¥.
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12. Christdéds Church and Her Ordi nanc

12.1 We believe in the one universal Church, composed of all those, in every time and place,
who are chosen in Christ and united to Him through faytithe Spirit in one Body, with
Christ Himself as the aBupplying, aisustaining, atsupreme, and authoritative Head™*

We believe that the ultimate purpose of the Church is to glorify*adthe everlasting and
evetincreasing gladness of worstify

12.2 We believe it is Godés will that*®the un
in which believers agree together to hear the Word of God procléﬁ'ﬁ&d,engage in

corporate worship*® to practice the ordinances of baptfdéfa n d t h eSupped'ttd 6 s
build each otherdéds faith t h#aahlphk eachhathermani f
accountable in the obedience of faith through Biblical discigfilend to engage in local

and world evangelizatio?* The Church is a body in which each memishould find a

suitable ministry for His gifté>?it is the household of God in which the Spirit dwéftdit is

the pillar and bul waenyng wdld®Gaodiitissa city seuan b hili n a1
so that men may see the light of its good d&eetspecially to the pobtd and give glory to

the Father in heaver®

12.3 We believe that baptism is an ordinance of the Lord by which those who have repented
and come to faith’ express their union with Christ in His death and resurrecti6rr, by

being immersd in watef®’in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy $ititis

a sign of belonging to the new people of God, the true 18taahd an emblem of burfa?

and cleansing® signifying death to the old life of unbelief, and purification from the
pollution of sin.

12.4 We believe that the Lor ®answhiqwgaheed i s
believer§®®e at bread, signifying Christés body gi v
Lord, signifying the N2 Wedddhisénmemenmbraicemof@ehr i st
Lord, and thus proclaim His death until He comes. Those who eat and drink in a worthy
manner partake of Christds body and bl ood,
they are nourished with the benefits He aidi through His death, and thus grow in

grace’®

12.5 We believe that each local church should recognize and affirm the divine calling of
spiritually qualified men to give leadership to the church through the role of {eddéorin

the ministry of the Wat and prayer. Women are not to fill the role of pasider in the

local church, but are encouraged to use their gifts in appropriate roles that edify the body of
Christ and spread the gospF&.

15



13. Christés Commi ssion to Make Di sc

We believe that the commission given by the Lord Jesus to make disciples of all nations is
binding on His Church to the end of the &@élhis task is to proclaim the Gospel to every

tribe and tongue and people and natidbaptizing them, teaching them tiverds and ways

of the Lord?"?and gathering them into church&sble to fulfill their Christian calling among

their own people. The ultimate aim of world missions is that God would create, by His Word,
worshippers who glorify His name through glagarted #éith and obediencé! Missions
exists because worship doesndt . When the ti
millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no
more. It is a temporary necessity. But worshljpdes forever. Worship, therefore, is the fuel

and the goal of missions.
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14. Death, Resurrection, and the Coming of the Lord

14.1 We believe that when Christians die they are made perfect in hélihass, received
into paradisé/®and are taken conisuisly into the presence of Christ, which is more glorious
and more satisfying than any experience on €fth.

14.2 We believe in the blessed htfiehat at the end of the age Jesus Christ will return to
this earth personalf/° visibly,2%° %thysically,281 and siddenly®?in power and great gloR>
and that He will gather His ele@ raise the deaff’ judge the nations, and establish His

kingdom?®*® We believe that the righteous will enter into the everlasting joy of their
Master?®” and those who suppressed the truthunrighteousne$® will be consigned to

everlasting conscious misefy’.
14.3 We believe that the end of all things in this age will be the beginning of aereliag,

everincreasing happiness in the hearts of the redeemed, as God displays more anfd more o
His infinite and inexhaustible greatness and glory for the enjoyment of His gebple.

17



15. The Spirit of This Affirmation and the Unity of the Church

15.1 We do not believe that all things in this affirmation of faith are of equal weight, some
being mae essential, some less. We do not believe that every part of this affirmation must be
believed in order for one to be saved.

15.2 Our aim is not to discover how little can be believed, but rather to embrace and teach
ithe whol e c?Y0u aineid to endourage alheaity adherence to the Bible, the
fullness of its trutif?? and the glory of its Author. We believe Biblical doctrine stabilizes
saints in the winds of confusitiand strengthens the church in her mission to meet the great
systems of falseeligion and secularism. We believe that the supreme virtue of love is
nourished by the strong meat of Geehtered doctrin€* And we believe that a passion for

the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ is dustaine
in an atmosphere of deep and joyful knowledge of God and His wonderful $¥drks.

15.3 We believe that the cause of unity in the chifds best served, not by finding the
lowest common denominator of doctrine, around which all can gather, but by elewating
value of truth, stating the doctrinal parameters of church or school or mission or ministry,
seeking the unity that comes from the truth, and then demonstrating to the world how
Christians can love each otA¥racross boundaries rather than by remowngndaries. In

this way, the importance of truth is served by the existence of doctrinal borders, and unity is
served by the way we love others across those borders.

15.4 We do not claim infallibility for this affirmation and are open to refinement and
correction from Scripturé®® Yet we do hold firmly to these truths as we see them and call on
others to search the Scriptures to see if these things &t&A®.conversation and debate
take place, it may be that we will learn from each other, and the beesmdall be adjusted,
even possibly folding formerly disagreeing groups into closer fellowship.

* k% %

NOTE: The many Biblical descriptions of Gisdwork in salvation are
diverse. Therefore, similar or identical terms may be used differently in
different contexts. Our aim in this affirmation of faith is not to limit how
Biblical writers can use the terms we use here, or to say that the terms of this
affirmation may not be used differently by the Biblical writers in various
contexts, but rather our aim 3 tlaim that the reality described here is in fact
Biblical reality.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are fidra:Holy Bible English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used bypermission. All rights reserved.
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! All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16). For no prophecy was ever prodyctee will of man, but men spoke from

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter TT2h)er e ar e some t hings in |
are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as thegtler the
Scriptures(2 Peter 3:16)If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the

things | am writing to you are a command of the L{rdCorinthians 14:37)And we impart this in words not

taught by human wisdom but téhidoy the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual

(1 Corinthians 2:13)He sai d t o t hem, AHow is it then that Davi d
Lord said to my Lord, AiSit atunmdyerr iypliviatthdhve2e434d)ddint i | I
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to

your remembrance all that | have said to yéohn 14:26)When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guigleu

into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things that are to cohe will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you

(John 16:1314).

2 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge i(Phiverbs 30:5)God is not

man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or

has he spoken, and will he not fulfill (Numbers 23:19)The words of the bRrRD are pure words, like silver

refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven tim&s a | m sb that By)two urchangeable things, in

which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge mighé lstrong encouragement to hold fast

to the hope set before (idebrews 6:18)Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away
(Matthewi24d:hdPle. od et ernal l'ife, which God,(Timsho neve
1:2). Sanctify them in the truth; your word is trufbohn 17:17)But Jesus answered t hem,
because you know neither t (Mattheé&v@2:29)pt ures nor the power

% Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about thetheaavas to be yours searched and
inquired carefullyinquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted
the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glddideter 1:1€11). He did not say this of his own accofuit
being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the(datiari1:51).

* There are some thingsfnP a u | 6 sthaegpeihard tb wndetstand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to
their own destruction, as they do theatscriptureg2 Peter 3:16). [Satan saidto Jesus]il f you ar e t he

God, throw yourself down, for it is written, O6He wildl
they wil!/ bear you up, |l esfsypusaitd itke lyiomr fAgai mgiat
shal l not put the (MatthawdpdD.ur God to the testdo

® Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand

the things freely given us by Goéind we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the

Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spirifiaé natural person does not accept the things of the

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to wstdad them because they are spiritually

discernedThe spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged bynédhe.r who has under
the mind of the Lord so as to i(bGotinthiams®2:1A6). m?0 But we

® Open my eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of youfftaaim 119:18)Blessed are you, O dRD;

teach me your statut¢Rsalm 119:12)[l pray that] having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope to which he tedled you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great mighthat he worked in Christ when he raised him from the deadeatgd him at his right hand in the
heavenly placeEphesians 1:18).

"Hear, O Israel: The®rD our God, the brDis one(Deuteronomy 6:4).
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8Si mon Peter replied, fAYou ar(Matthel &6:16, see also2 Corintiaes Son o f
6:16; 1 Timothy 4:10; Hebrews 3:12; Revelation 7:2).

°| know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thgdated?:2) Our God is in the

heavens; he does all that he pleg$tslm 115:3). fie Most High rules the kingdom of mendagives it to

whom he will (Daniel 4:25).His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from
generation to generatioatl the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his

will among the host of heaveand among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him,

A What h a v e (Danielw:3485)?inehdm we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to theu n s e | o [Ephésiars 1:14). | | €

Il nstead you ought to say, Al f t Wemeddolb)dSeenotési2%3E, we wi | |
45, 46.

19 And they shall sing of the ways of therp, for great is the glory of theorDp (Psalm 138).

M Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit(Matthew 28:19)The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with yoall (2 Corinthians 13:14).

2No one has ever seen God; the only God(Johmii8). i s at tF
This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but

he was ewe calling God his own Father, making himself equal with Glmthn 5:18)Not that anyone has seen

the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the kidher6:46)J e sus sai d to her, fDo
me, for | have not yet ascended to the Fathetb go t o my brothers and say to t
Father and your Fat he(@ohn?20:07)Being therefate ezaited at yhe rigiht haBofl 6 o

God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has patuted that you

yourselves are seeing and healAgts 2:33).To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be

saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord JesuéRomeshs 1:7). dgether you may

with one voice glorify tb God and Father of our Lord Jesus ChHifimans 15:6)Blessed be the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Chr{dtPeter 1:3)Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ(Philemon 1:3).

s

3 There is one God, the Father, from whare all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we €gis€orinthians 8:6).

1 These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you

may have life in his naméJohn 2031). In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

Word was GodHe was in the beginning with Godlll things were made through him, and without him was not

any thing made that was ma@@®hn 1:13). This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him,

because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself

equal with GodJohn 5:18)Not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from Goas keen the

Fathert J o hn Be ho6l)d., fit he virgin shall conceive and bear a
(which means, God with ugMatthew 1:23) All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one

knows the Son except tii@ther, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son

chooses to reveal hifMatthew 11:27)] and the Father are of@ohn 10:30)Believe the works, that you may

know and understand that the Father is in me and | am in the E&thear10:38)And whoever sees me sees

him who sent mé¢John 12:45)If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you

do know him and have seen h{dohn 14:7)To [Israel] belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to

the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. ARemans 9:5)For in him the whole fullness

of deity dwells bodily(Colossians 2:9). [We arglaiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our

great God and Savior Jesus GhfTitus 2:13).He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of

his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat

down at the right hand of the Majesty on h{gtebrews 1:3)Butdf t he Son he says, AYour
forever and ever, the scepter oflebrewsl:8)gpimeonkRetersa i s t he ¢
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing wittheurs by t
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righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Ch(BtReter 1:1)l am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and
the last, the beginning and the gRe&velation 22:13).

5 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of [=over] all creaionbyhim all things were created,

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or aludhallitigisgs

were created through him and for hi@olossians 1:136).For t o whi ch of the angels d
areny Son, today | have begotten you?d6 Or agaAnad, I wi |
again, when he brings the firstborn i nt(tebréews&5 wor |l d,
6). And the Word became flesh and dwathong us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from

the Father, full of grace and truthé No one has &ever
made him knowrgJohn 1:14, 18).

e
fi

'%1n the beginning was the Word, and thei¥was with God, and the Word was Gddhn 1:1).

" For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bod{olossians 2:9).

But Peter said, fAAnanias, why has Satan filled your
but t ActsbiBd)dDo you not know that you are Gododés templ

(1 Corinthians 3:16)These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of GoB.or wh o kno ws tsexqem the spirt 6fshat pdrsony whith is in him? So

also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit oflG@akinthians 2:14.1). And he who

searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes fotstaeaading to the
will of God (Romans 8:27).

u
e

9 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that | have said to g@mhn 14:26)But when the Helper comes, whdmwill send to

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness abiatinme
15:26).When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatear he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are tdHeowi#.

glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to yéehn 16:1314). All these are empowered by one

and the same Spirit, who apportions to each oneiohailly as he will{1 Corinthians 12:11)And do not

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redenfgiiesians 4:30).

2 1Sound teaching ish accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed [=happy] God with whizvel

been entruste@l Timothy 1:11)Hi s master said to him, A wWel | done, goo
faithful over a little; I owi | s e(Mattlyew 85:28)Vhese things ¢ h . Eni
| have spoken to you, thaty joy may be in you, and that your joy may be fubbhn 15:11)I made known to

them your name, and | will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in

them, and | in then@John 17:26)Behold, my servant whom | havaasen, my beloved with whom my soul is

well pleased [delights]. | will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Ge(tilakhew

12:18).When he established the heavens, | [Wisdom, the Word, the Son] was there; when he drew a circle on

the face of the deepthen he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of theheedps

assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the
foundations of the eartkthen | wasbeside him, like a master workman, and | was daily his delight, rejoicing

before him alwaygProverbs 8:2730).

ZLIHe] saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and
grace, which he gave us in Chrigtsus before the ages be¢aimothy 1:9).This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our(Epllesians 3:11He chose us in him before the foundation

of the world(Ephesians 1:4He [Christ] was foreknown beforbe foundation of the world but was made

manifest in the last times for your saldePeter 1:20)All who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose

name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb thaimwas sl
(Revelation 13:8).
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22 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. fRwemnans 11:36; see
also Ephesians 1:6, 12, 1¥)ppur people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever, the branch of
my plantng, the work of my hands, that | might be glorifed s ai ah 60: 2 Nowisngysoulal so 43: 7

troubled. And what shall | say? O6Father, save me fror
Father, glorify youwr freoome .h®e avlkeenn ailv cdiacvee ogdmor i fi ed i
(John 12:2728) When Jesus had spoken these words, he | ifted

hour has come; gl ori fy youJdohn3allglorifiea you onteath, Baving may gl or
accomplished the work that you gave me tqdithn 17:4)[God highly exalted Christ so that] every tongue
[will] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the FéRtelippians 2:11).

% Delight yourself in the_orD (Psalm 37:4). Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice (Philippians

44)Hi s master said to him, AWel!]l done, good and faith
set you over much; ent erhew?25t28). He Wilewipg @vay evefy tegrdranrtheima s t e r ¢
eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first

things have passed away (Revelation 21:4).

#But, as it i s wri tnoeearhearWdrte heartof naryimagihea, svhas God mas
prepared for t(#6xsirthiamsi2®)And weskaow hhatfoothose who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called according to his pufiRosgans 8:28).

% |n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works
all things according to the counsel of his Witjphesians 1:11).

% God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should changedhislas he said, and will he
not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfiiNumbers 23:19)And also the Glory of Israel will not lie
or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have (é§anuel 15:29).

2’ Remember the former things old; for | am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient
stand, and | will dlsaialodm@l0).iThe ot isacdst intorthe lag lut itp @veryedecision

is from the LORD (Proverbs 16:33Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose otk L

that will stand(Proverbs 19:21).

8 get forth your case, says therD; bring your proofs, saythe King of Jacoh.et them bring them, and tell us

what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what they are, that we may consider them, that we may know their
outcome; or declare to us the things to conadl. us what is to come hereafter, that we reagw that you are

gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and te(tfadh 41:2123).1 am the LORD; that is my

name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to carved i@abold, the former things have come to pass,

and new things how declare; before they spring forth | tell you of th@saiah 42:89; see also Genesis 15:13;
40:13,19; Exodus 3:19; Deuteronomy 31:16; Psalm 34:20; IsaiakB444:2428; 45:11; 45:21; 46:811,

48:1-6; Zechariah 12:10; John 6:64; 19:38).

#[God] commands the sun, and it does not rise; who seals up th@Jetag7) Lift up your eyes on high and
see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of
his might, and because he is stronganver not one is missingsaiah 40:26).

% Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
But even the hairs of your head are all numbéktatthew 10:2930). For by him all things were creatdd,

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or audhallitieéi®gs

were created through him and for hismd he is before all things, and in him all things hold together
(Colossians 1:147).

S Fortothesnone says, fAFall on the earth, o | Hksealsiustee t o t he

hand of every man, that all men whom he made may kndén the beasts go into their lairs, and remain in
their densFrom its chamber comes the whirlwind, aradd from the scattering windBy the breath of God ice
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is given, and the broad waters are frozen Hstoads the thick cloud with moisture; the clouds scatter his

lightning.They turn around and around by his guidance, to accomplish all that he ndmtham on the face

of the habitable worldVhether for correction or for his land or for love, he causes it to hap@pler37:613).

He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftlgives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost

like ashesHe hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; who can stand before hisHmkihds out his word,

and melts them; he makes his wind blow and the waters(ffsaim 147:18.8). And he awoke and rebuked

the wind and said t o théwnd seasad, anditier avasa breaBdednsaidto | | ! 0 And

t hem, AWhy are you s o aAndtheydere fillddhwitle greatdear ardtsdiditdonen o f ai t |
anot her, AWho then is thi@aka4a384)Y even wind and sea oft

%2 The LorD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the pEoplesunsel of
the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generaPssim 33:16L1). Is a trumpet blown in a city,
and the people are not afraid? Does d&sasome to a city, unless th@kD has done if{Amos 3:6)AVho has
spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commantei itét from the mouth of the Most High that
good and bad comgamentations 3:388)?As for you, you meant evil against mmut God meant it for good,
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are(®eiagsis 50:20).

3 And the ten horns [= kings] that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her
desolate and naked, andvdar her flesh and burn her up with fifer God has put it into their hearts to carry

out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God
are fulfilled (Revelation 17:167). T h e ki n g 6 ftream efavatér inithe haad of therD; he turns it
wherever he wil(Proverbs 21:1). The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is frobotte(Proverbs

16:33).

%A mano6s st e parDp how ehenfcananan understand his WRsoverbs20:24)?The heart of man

plans his way, but thedRD establishes his stefBroverbs 16:9).

% 0 Lorb, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made theifPalilm 104:24)To the only wise

God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! ArfiRomans 16:27) For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe(1 Corinthians 1:21).

% The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A Gfddithfulness and without iniquity, just and
upright is hgDeuteronomy 32:4)This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at @l John 1:5)God cannot be tempted with evil, and he hilfngampts no
one(James 1:13). et God be true though every one were a(lRomans 3:4).

3" For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things treatehbeen made. So they are without ex¢Rssnans 1:20).

For God shows no patrtialitizor all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all
who have sinned under the law will be judged by the(Remans 2:1412). All his worksare right and his

ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to hufiiaigiel 4:37).

3 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be stopped, and the whole world may be held acatilmto GodRomans 3:19).

% Though [Jacob and Esau] were not yet born and had done nothing either good orvador der t hat G
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because ofhis¢alé was t ol d, iThe
servetheyongdris. 6t i s written, i J aMhat $halliwe sapthea?ds thete injusticE s a u |
on Gododés parFd®drBhensamsahns! Moses, Al wi || have mercy
compassion on wh o nBotha it deperds mobom puananswill orrexerion, but on God, who
hasmerckor t he Scripture says to Pharaoh, AiFor this ver
power in you, and that my nam$othen hg hanerdy en whomewvwerdha i me d i

wills, and he hardens whomever he wi{lRomans 9:1118). For consider your calling, brothers: not many of
you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of nobBubi@hd
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chose what is fodadh in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing thingsthat are,
that no human being might boast in the preserfid@aal. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom

God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemptient e f or e, as it i s
the one who boas{1Corinthamsals281).0 8 s tih e ah s ndéohl god, andlyaurmdg f
not believe. The wor ks that | dbutyowndo noybelieve belcarise§os n a me

are not part of my flockMy sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they followl gige them eternal life,

and theywill never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hitydFather, who has given them to me,

is greater than all, and no one i s(Jombd0:2829)tldaves nat ch
manifested your name to the people whom you gaveunhef the world. Yours they were, and you gave them

to me, and they have kept your wddbhn 17:6) All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever
comes to me | will never cast obor | have come down from heaven, not to do my own wiltthetwill of him

who sent meAnd this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but
raise it up on the last dgyohn 6:3739). And we know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for th@e who are called according to his purp&se.those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many bfottigtsose
whom he predestined he also called, and those wharallegl he also justified, and those whom he justified he
also glorified(Romans 8:280).

030 too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by Bradgit is by grace, it is no longer on the basis

of works; otherwise grace would no longer hagg What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The

elect obtained it, but the rest were hardeaed, it i s written, fAGod gave them a
not see and ears that wo(Rothannld®). hear, down to this Ve

“1[God] saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages(@ebiamothy 1:9). H chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that w&hould be holy and blameless before figphesians 1:4).

“2 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were commifiedmans 6:17)ror the law of the Spirit dffe has set you
free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and déRtbmans 8:2).

“And the Lordds servant must not be quarrelsome but Kk
correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhapistigesn repentance leading to a knowledge of
the truth(2 Timothy 2:2425). When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying,
AThen to the Gentiles al so GodActbhld8).gr anted repentance

“4No one cartome to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And | will raise him up on the last day
(John6:44)And [Jesus] said, AThis is why | told you that
F at HJehn 6:65)For it has been granted towythat for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him
but also suffer for his sak@hilippians 1:29)For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of Godpt a result of works, so that no omay boastEphesians 2:8). All

things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to re(idatthien 11:27)And

Jesus answeredrhi, A Bl es s ed a+aahyFordlesh &hd bloodrhasBat revealed this to you, but
my Fat her wh@®atthew 16:17)Omeavhovheanrdas was a woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiperoof. Ghe Lord opened her heart to pay attention to
what was said by Pa(#\cts 16:14).

“5|n the beginning, God created the heavens and the (Gettesis 1:1).

% The earthisthtorbd s and the fullness ther eofforhahhsfoundeditl d and
upon the seas and established it upon the r{iRgalm 24:12).
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4 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made
out of things that are visiblédebrews 11:3)But in these lasdays he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the (Matdews 1:2)In the beginning was

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was B®avas in the beginning with Gaoélll things

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that wagJohdel:13).

““Seenote22Then Moses said to God, Alf | come to the pe
fathers has sent me tosybdusdname?Dh e GadsskichtaMokes, 6 Wik a ty
A AMWHOIAM. 0 And he said, AiSay AmMhias tent h(@xequedlplf)e udd I
I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your fdtds.every beast dhe forest is mine, the cattle

on a thousand hills.know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mfriewere hungry, |

would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mibe.l eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blootlgoats?

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most atighcall upon me in the day

of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall glorify nfBsalm 50:915).[God is not] served by human hands, as

though he needed anytigi, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everyihatg 17:25).

0f
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496 everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and/ezidle 43:7).

0 And the ransomed of thedrD shall return and come to Zionit singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their

heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall fle@samedy35:10)His master said

to him, fAWell done, good and faithfultymuevwenaat . You he
Enter into the(Mptthegw2m23). your mastero

And they sang a new song, saying, AWorthy are you to
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and erge and peopl e and nat
(Revelation 5:9)After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could humber, from every nation,

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robeswith palm branches in theirhandgsnd crying out with a | oud voice, i S
sits on the thr(Revaation@9@®!' t o t he Lambo

2 Then the IbrRD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nosttiletth of life,

and the man became a living creat(enesis 2:7)So God created man in his own image, in the image of God

he created him; male and female he created {{&enesis 1:27)So the lORD God caused a deep sleep to fall

upon the man, and whkilhe slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with #eghthe rib that the

LorD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to tf@enasis 2:2P2). For as

in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made dliv€orinthians 15:22)T hus it i s written, f
Adam became a | iving bei ngiviny spirih(® Cotinthiarts 1548)¥etndedthe c a me a
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression, afiAdams

a type of the one who was to coffimans 5:14).

330 God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them
(Genesis 1:27Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, fordgedman in his own
image(Genesis 9:6)With [the tongue] we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made
in the likeness of Go@lames 3:9).

> And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And thereniag @we there
was morning, the sixth dggenesis 1:31).

%5 See note 51.

5 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lieod the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is
the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Sa\m. as he church submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit in everything to their husbartdissbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for herthat he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water withrihesovthat

he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be
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holy and without blemishn the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves

his wife loves himself~or no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does

the churchbecause we are members of hisbédf.her ef or e a man shall |l eave his
fast to his wife, and Thshngysterywsgprofeumd and | alm sagirg thet it efareto f | e s h .
Christ and the churchlowever, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she

respects her husbafBiphesians 5:233) Thenthe bRDGod s ai d, fl t marsshauldble good t ha
al one; I wi || ma k e(Gdnésim2:28). hel per fit for hi mo

%" See, this alone | found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many ¢Ebelesiastes

7:29).Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of thetfalthe lorRD God had made. He said

to the woman, ADid God actually s a(@enesis¥DThenshe al | not e
LorRbGod said to the woman, Awhat is this that you have
and | aé §Genesis 3:13But | am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be

led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Cizi§iqrinthians 11:3).

%8 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not @4t fhe day that you eat of it you shall
surely die(Genesis 2:17)So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate)sndale

some to her husband who was with her, and héGeaesis 3:6).

9 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together
and made themselves loinclotAsd they heard the sound of therD Godwalking in the garden in the cool

of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence oRih&bd among the trees of the

garden Genesis 3::B). Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and
sodeath spread to all men because all sinREmans 5:12)For as by a man came death, by a man has come

also the resurrection of the de@ddCorinthians 15:21).

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, eaith spretad to all

men because all sinnefdr sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where
there is no lawYet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam,he was a type of the one who was to coié.the free gift is not like the trespass. For

if many died through one manés trespass, much more he
one man Jesus Christ abounded for mamgl the freegft i s not | i ke the result of
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought

justification.| f , because of one mandés tr espas orewilltkosetwho r ei gne

receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and

life for al menFor as by the one manés disobedience the man
obedience the many will be made righte(@emans 5:12.9).

®n [sin] you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the povike air, the

spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobediéneenong whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind(Ephesians 2:3).

%2 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom
you obey, either of sin, which |l eads to death, or of
slaves of sin, you were free fregard to righteousnefRomans 6:16, 20).

% The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able

to understand them because they are spiritually disc€tn€drinthians 2:14)-or the mindhat is set on the

flesh is hostile to God, for it Those el araiathe flesh banmott t o G
please GogRomans 8:1). But to this day the &RD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or

ears to heafDeuteronomy 29:4).
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% For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, ifRmpans
8:20).

% And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our b¢R@m®ans 8:23).

% S0 we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by
day(2 Corinthians 4:16).

7 Who shall separate us from the love of Gt#iShall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger,orswofd® it i s written, AFor your sake we are
regarded as she@Rpmahs®@3®B6g sl aughtered?o

8 But we do not want yoto be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hofle Thessalonians 4:13).

®“0Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and
kindness is meanb lead you to repentan¢R@omans 2:4)?

O But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law
(Galatians 4:4).

" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shgeldshabut

have eternal lifeFor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world

might be saved through hifdohn 3:1617).Si mon Peter replied, fAYou are the
G o d(Matthew 16:16).

“And Mary said to the angel , AinHlow hw lan genli sanbsewe rse on che
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
willbe calledholy t he So n(Lukd 1:3&35)d 0

3 Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God
with us)(Matthew 1:23; see also Luke 1:35).

" And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, gfdheasnly Son from
the Father, full of grace and trughohn 1:14).

> Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, thatdsvil(Hebrews 2:14)Therefore

he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest
in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the pgblalerews 2:17).

® See note 16.

"Who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be gtagpedde
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness ofAmefeing found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obeditnthe point of death, even death on a c(B$slippians 2:68;
see notes 74 and 75).

8 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man ChtisTirstisy 2:5).

" For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sghipe with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet witho(tislorews 4:15).
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