




precede and ground even the Spirit-given enabling for practi-

cal holiness. “The true Christian . . . knows therefore that this

holiness is not to precede his reconciliation to God, and be its

CAUSE; but to FOLLOW it, and be its EFFECT. That, in short, it

is by FAITH IN CHRIST only that he is to be justified in the sight

of God.”11 In this way alone does a person become “entitled

to all the privileges which belong to this high relation,” which

include in this earthly life a “partial renewal after the image

of his Creator,” and in the life to come “the more perfect pos-

session of the Divine likeness.”12

Perhaps Our Greatest Need

Is it not remarkable that one of the greatest politicians of

Britain and one of the most persevering public warriors for

social justice should elevate doctrine so highly? Perhaps this is

why the impact of the church today is as weak as it is. Those

who are most passionate about being practical for the public

good are often the least doctrinally interested or informed.

Wilberforce would say: You can’t endure in bearing fruit if

you sever the root.

From the beginning of his Christian life in 1785 until he

died in 1833, Wilberforce lived off the “great doctrines of the

gospel,” especially the doctrine of justification by faith alone

based on the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. This is

where he fed his joy. Because of these truths, “when all around

him is dark and stormy, he can lift up an eye to Heaven, radi-
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11 Ibid. Capitalization is his.
12 Ibid.
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ant with hope and glistening with gratitude.”13 The joy of the

Lord became his strength (Neh. 8:10). And in this strength he

pressed on in the cause of abolishing the slave trade until he

had the victory.

Therefore, in all our zeal today for racial harmony, or the

sanctity of human life, or the building of a moral culture, let

us not forget these lessons: Never minimize the central place

of God-centered, Christ-exalting doctrine; labor to be

indomitably joyful in all that God is for us in Christ by trust-

ing his great finished work; and never be idle in doing good—

that men may see our good deeds and give glory to our Father

who is in heaven (Matt. 5:16).
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13 Ibid., 173.
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