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the creature his ultimate end, with a respect properly distinct from
a respect to himself; with his benevolence and free grace, and the
creature’s obligation to gratitude, the reader must be referred to
Chapter One, Section Four, Objection Four, where this objection
has been considered and answered at large.

[284] If by reason of the strictness of the union of a man and his
family,!’ their interest may be looked upon as one, how much more
so is the interest of Christ and his church—whose first union in heaven
is unspeakably more perfect and exalted, than that of an earthly father
and his family—if they be considered with regard to their eternal and
increasing union? Doubtless it may justly be esteemed so much one,
that it may be sought, not with a distinct and separate, but an undi-
vided respect. It is certain that what God aimed at in the creation of
the world, was the good that would be the consequence of the cre-
ation, in the whole continuance of the thing created.

It will take an eternity of increasing joy
to experience all the fullness of God

[285] It is no solid objection against God aiming at an infinitely
perfect union of the creature with himself, that the particular time
will never come when it can be said, the union is now infinitely per-
fect. God aims at satisfying justice in the eternal damnation of sin-
ners; which will be satisfied by their damnation, considered no
otherwise than with regard to its eternal duration. But yet there
never will come that particular moment, when it can be said, that
now justice is satisfied. But if this does not satisfy our modern free-
thinkers who do not like the talk about satisfying justice with an
infinite punishment; I suppose it will not be denied by any, that
God, in glorifying the saints in heaven with eternal felicity, aims to
satisfy his infinite grace or benevolence, by the bestowment of a
good infinitely valuable, because eternal: and yet there never will
come the moment, when it can be said, that nzow this infinitely
valuable good has been actually bestowed.

EN D

115 This use of the word “strict” in reference between a man and his family should caution us
not to interpret the “strict union” between God and his people as a divinization of man. See
footnotes 42-46, 104, 113.
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Thinking, see also Study end of man’s is doing good to
Edward’s assiduity, 67-69 man, 228
in vain?, 74-75 God makes virtue his end, 174
value of, 29-30 how extensive?, 107-109
Trinity, Edwards’s conception, 84- regeneration the root, 111-112
85 what is true?, 35-36
True Virtue, see also Two
Dissertations Worship, 40-42

a “naked idea,” 89-90
Truth, its abandonment today, 24
Two Dissertations, 22 n.3, 174
n.53





